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Die Jovis, 1 Februarij. 1727. 


Rdered by the Lords Spiritual and 

Temporal in Parliament Aſſembled, 
That the Thanks of this Houſe be, and 
are hereby given to the Lord Biſhop of 3 
Sr. David's, for the Setmon by Him 
preached” before this Houfe on Tuefday 
laſt, in the Abbey-Church, Weſtminſter ; © 
And he is hereby deſired to cauſe the fame 2 
to-be forthwith Printed and Publiſhed; ; 
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Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 


In PARLIAMENT Aſſembled, 


* % _ 


IN THE 


Abbey-Church atWeſtminſter, 


N On Tus DAV, January 30. 173. 8 
? Being the Anniverſary Faſt for the f 


Martyrdom of King CHAR LES I. 
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1 SAM. xxvi 9. 


bo can Stretch forth his hand 
againſt the Lord's Anomted, and 
be guiltleſ? 


HES E are the merciful and compaſ- 

ſionate Words of David in a very 

critical JunQure, namely, when a 

temptin ortunity occurred of 

killing King Sau] , «Perſon ws had fo entire- 

ly laid afide all Obligations of Honour, Gra- 

titude, and Conſcience, that from a Father- 

in-Law he was become, upon the moſt unjuſt 

Pretenſions, his implacable Adverſary. After 

the Providential Defeats of many barbarous 

Schemes formed by Saul to take away the Life 

of his Son, the enraged King was now fo far 

poſſeſſed by his Evil Spirit, as to purſue Da- 

vid into the Wilderneſs, attended with a cho- 

fen Body of Troops, in order to furronnd and 
kill him. Whilſt he was engaged in this unna- verſ. 2. 
tural attempt, David (as we are told) came ye. 7. 
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and ſurprized Saul and the People with him, 
verſ. 12. upon Shot a deep Sleep from the Lord had fal. 
len. On this very fayourable Occaſion for 
putting an end to the Perſecution of Saul b 
one compendious Stroke, and likewiſe on Abi. 
ver. 8. ſhai's Suggeſtion, that God had then deliver'd 
his Enemy into his Hand ; and that, if he 
were permitted, he himſelf would be the Exe- 
cutioner : David, we find, was ſo far from 
giving him Leave to Avenge him of his Enemy - 
now in his Power, that in the very Moment of 
a ſafe and eaſy Attack he checked his officious 
Zeal, by ſaying, Deſtroy him not: for who can 
ſtretch forth his Hand againſt the Lord's 
Anointed, and be guiltleſs? And in the imme- 
diately following Verſes, Davzd is ſaid to haye 
verſ. 10, added, As the Lord liveth, the Lord ſhall 
529 {mite him, that is, with ſome fatal Diſeaſe, 
that might put a judicial Period to, his Life; 
or, ſays he, his Day ſhall come to die; that 
is, his natural Time of Death would ſoon ap- 
proach; or, as he goes on, he ſhall deſcend in- 
| to Battle, and periſh, as it actually came to 
paſs. And he concludes accordingly. The 
Lord forbid that I ſhoutd ſtretch forth my Hand 
againſt the Lord's Anointed! 914 8 
And this Forbearance of Revenge in David 
is the more remarkable, becauſe ſome peculiar 
Circumſtances concurred at that Time, to in- 
vite and encourage him to take away the Life 
of Saul. For Inſtance; Saul had been re- 
jected by God from being King over Jael, 
for his Crime in ſparing the Amalekites: And 
| in 
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in Conſequence of this Rejection, David had — 
been Anointed by Samuel as King of Iſrael, at 
leaſt as ſuch in the Deſignation of Providence 
on the Death of Saul. So that David himſelf Chap. xvi. 
was at that very Time in ſome ſenſe the Lord's erf, 13. 
Anointed, though not yet aQtually adyanced to 
the Throne. And again, a miraculous Sleep, 
which gaye David the forementioned Oppor- 
tunity, looks like a tacit Approbation of God 
| himſelf. But notwithſtanding theſe and other 
ſtrong Inducements, David paid that Reye- |, 
rence to God's Authority in conſtituting Saul 
King over 1/7ael, which he that gave it had 
not yet entirely annulled; that though Saul 
had very much Abuſed the high Authority de- 
legated to him, and particularly in repeated 
Attempts on the Life of David himſelf, yet , 
he piouſly reſolved, that neither his own Hand, 
nor that of his warm Friend Abiſbai, ſhould 
be employ'd in taking away the Life of his 
Sovereign. Even on the alluring Proſpect of 
a Crown, the dutiful David reſtrains the Vio- 
lence of his Paſſion, though impetuous enough 
on other Occaſions, i is introduced as ſe- 
dately ſaying, Deſtroy him not; for who can 
ſtretch forth his Hand againſt the Lord's Anoint- 
ed, and be Guiltleſs? | 
Having thus explained ſo memorable a Fact, 
by the Context, and other Hiſtorical Paſſages 
relating to it ; I ſhall ſhew, on Occaſion of the 
Words now read to you, and of the Humilia- 
tion of this melancholy Day, 


Firft, 
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Firſt, That the general Reaſons againſt the 
Crime of Murder, are of vaſtly greater ſtrength 


and weight, with regard to the Murder of a 


King, than of any other Perſon. 
Secondly, That the Murder of a King, con. 
ſider'd as the Lord's Anointed, is a Crime of an 
high and aggravated nature. 1 
Thirdly, That in the particular Inſtance of 
Murder we this Day lament, there were pecu- 
liar Circumſtances of Barbarity and Guilt. 
And Fourthly, That we ought to make that 


good Uſe of this Day's ſad Solemnity, as with 


the greateſt Caution to avoid hereafter all Ten- 


dencies and Approaches towards the Crime we 
now deplore. 


In the firſt place, I am to ſhew, That the ge- 
neral Reaſons againſt the Crime of Murder, 


are of vaſtly greater ſtrength and weight, with 


regard to the Murder of a King, than of any 
other Perſon. 


Nothing is more plain and obyious, than that 


he that takes away the Life of any Perſon what- 


ſoever, not only deprives him of the moſt ya- 
luable Property, but ſubyerts the very Foun- 
dation of all other Property and Enjoyment in 
the preſent State; and that, conſequently, a Vio- 


lent Death is the greateſt Injury poſſible that 
can be done to any Perſon. If then the Mur- 


der of any private Perſon be a very heinous 


Crime, it is moſt evident that the Murder of a 


King 


. pu Xt 
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King is a Crime of a more aggravated nature, 
both as it deprives him at once of his Life and 
his Royal Dignity, conſider'd as the two high- 
eſt Properties imaginable, and likewiſe of all 
Opportunities of promoting the Glory of God, 
and the publick Good, in that eminent Man- 
ner which his exalted Station gives him great 
Advantages of doing; which indeed is the pe- 
culiar Pleaſure of Power and Greatneſs. | 

But beſides this perſonal Incapacity occaſi- 
oned by Murder, it ought here to be conſider'd. 
that tho' the Wiſdom of all well-conſtituted 
Nations has thought it neceſſary to puniſh the 
Murder of a Private perſon with Death, by 
fixed and ſtated Laws, in order to Deter men 
from a Crime ſo deſtructive of Society, and to 

reyent the Loſs of the Members of it; and 
tho' the Protection of the Lives of Subjects, 
and the Security of their Properties from un- 
juſt Violence, be the great Ends of Govern- 
ment; yet it is evident even to Demonſtra- 
tion, that the Publick cannot be ſo much af- 
fected, or in ſuch a manner as to bear a Com- 
pariſon, by the Loſs of any Subject, or indeed 
great Numbers of them, as by the Loſs of a 


Lawful King. For tho' the Loſs of ſome pri- 


vate Subjects, by Murder, is very prejudicial to 
the Publick; yet ſince the Happineſs of the 
Publick 8 ſo much on the Safety of the 
King, the Murder of him is a Crime of a more 
complicated Nature, and what uſually throws the 
whole Community into the greateſt Confuſion 
poſſible. And a” ſince the Publick is 

pre- 
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preſumed to ſuffer to ſo high a Degree, on ſuch 
an Occaſion ; the Murder of a King is not on- 
ly to be conſider'd as the blackeſt Treaſon, ac- 
cording ro Law, againſt himſelf, but likewiſe 
againſt the Publick and the whole Body of his 
Subjects, in the extenſive Conſequences of it. 
6 And ſo it actually happen'd in Conſequence of 
the Murder this Day committed, when our Le. 
gal Conſtitution, both in Church and State, Ex- 

pired at once with the King himſelf. 
Again; Tho' the Murder of any private 
Subject is directly contrary to the poſitive Law 
of God, which in the earlicſt Ages of the 
World did expreſsly forbid it, under no leſs a 
Penalty than the Death of the Murderer ; yet 
the Reaſon aſſigned by God for the Puniſhment 
of it, holds more ſtrongly by far of the Mur- 
der of a King than of a Private perſon ; name- 
Gen. ix. ly, that zu the Image of God he made Man. For 
tho' every Man is in ſome reſpect the Image of 
God, yet a Lawful King is more emphatically 
ſtiled the Image of God, on account of his Au- 
thority and Dominion; which whoever totally 
deſtroys, moſt certainly defaces the livelieſt 
Repreſentation of God among Men, and there- 
by affronts the great Original ; and that more 
eſpecially, when. the Regal Power is exerciſed 
with Wiſdom and Goodneſs, which in Con- 
currence render a King moſt like to God. And 
to this Primitive Reaſon, we Chriſtians ought 
to add the more important Conſideration of 
John another World. For, if no Murderer of a pri- 
vate Perſon has eternal Life abiding in him; 


certain 
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certainly the Murder of a King, which has 
been ſhewn to be a Crime of a more compli- 
cated and heinous Nature, will be attended 
with a proportionable, degree of eternal Mi- 


ſery. oh 
Having thus ſhewn, that the general Rea- 


ſons againſt Murder hold more ſtrongly againſt. 
the Murder of a King than of any others, 1 


now proceed to evince from ſome Reaſons pe- 
culiar to the Character of a King, ; 
. $M / 


Secondly, That the Murder of a King, con- 
ſider'd as the Lord's Anointed, is a Crime of a 
very high and aggravated Nature. 

The Reaſon why David, in onr preſent 
Text, thought it Criminal to take away the 
Life of King Saul, appears very plainly to have 
been the Sacred Character of the Lord's A. 
nointed, with which he was inveſted. This is 
ſtrongly implied in his reprimanding Queſtion, 
Who can ſtretch forth his Hand againſt the 


L Lord's Anointed, and be guiltleſs? The mean- 


ing of which is beſt explained by God's own 
Nomination of Saul, and Samuel's ſubſequent 
Anointing of him to be King over Le b 
God's expreſs Command. And therefore I wil- 
lingly refer you to the Hiſtory of that whole 
Tranſaction in the Holy Scripture. | 
It muſt indeed be confeſſed, that Princes, in 
the preſent State of the World, cannot be 
ſtiled the Lord's Anointed in the very fame 
ſtrict and exalted Senſe as Saul was ſaid to) be 


lo; ſince they now aſcend their Thrones by 


B 2 the 
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bly Zedechiab, of whom Jeremiah thus writes, 


the ordinary Methods of God's univerſal Pro. 


vidence, and agreeably to the Laws and Con- 
ſtitutions of the Kingdoms that they are called 


to Govern. Though, I ſay, they are not now 


immediately Choſe, and expreſſy Appointed by 
God himſelf for governing particular King. 
doms, as Saul actually was for the Govern. 
ment of God's own People; yet, in the inferiour 
Senſe of thoſe Words, all lawful Kings are ſtil 
the Lord's Anointed. They may juſtly ſtill de. 
mand the Reverence of their Subjects, and 
Obedience to their lawful Injunctions, as the 

derive their Authority in the laſt Reſort from 
God, who has founded the Neceſſity and Bene- 
fits of Goyernment in the Wants and Exigen- 
cies of human Nature, and has likewiſe Provi. 


dentially called to the Throne particular Per- 


ſons; according to the Laws and Conſtitution 
of every Kingdom. And when ſuch Perſons 
have been Inaugurated by a ſolemn Union, 
and Recognized by the Eſtates of their reſpe- 
ctive Realms, as thoſe to whom the Fealty of 
Liege- Subjects is due, no good Reaſon can be 
aſſigned why they ſhould not ſtill be diſtin- 
guiſhed by the Character of the Lord's Anoint- 


ed. And in order to be convinced that this 


Phraſe, he Lord's Anointed, may juſtly ſtill be 
underſtood in a /ower Senſe, we need only to 
recollect, that it has been actually applied in 
Holy Scripture to Kings that were not imme- 


diately Choſe and expreſly Appointed by God. 
Such, for Inſtance, was the King, moſt proba- 


The 


& 
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The Breath of our Noſtrils, the Anointed of Lam. iv. 


the Lord, was taken in their Pits, of whom © 
we ſaid, Under his Shadow we ſhall live among 
the Heathen; that is, during the Babylonian 
Captivity ; and that too, after many Convulſi- 
ons of Goyernment, from the Time of the 
Divine Appointment of a King. And indeed 
the ſame Expreſſton of the Lord's Anointed 
was applied by God himſelf to Cyrus, the ce- 
lebrated Heathen _ of Perſia : Namely, 
Thus ſaith the Lord to 

as the Prophet aſſures us. Whence it clearly 
appears, that this Phraſe, the Lord's Anointed, 


is ſo far from being only applicable to a Perſon 


Anointed to be King by God's immediate Com- 
mand, that it is not confined to the Peculium, 
but is indeed applicable to all lawful Soverei 
Powers under all Conftitations in the W orld, 
And it is certain, that the Chriſtian Religion 
has made no Alteration in this Matter, but has 
only preſcribed Obedience in general to the 
Higher Powers every where, agreeably to the 
true Original and great End of all Govern- 
ment, and the particular Laws and Conſtitu- 
tion of every Country. | 
Now though that Prince, whoſe unhapp 
Fate we this Day Lament, cannot be called he 
Lord's Anointed, in the higheſt Senſe of thoſe 
Words; yet he may be truly ſtiled ſo, as he 
derived his Power ultimately from God, was 
Confecrared with a Solemn Unction to his 
great Office, and inveſted with lawful Autho- 
rity, according to our particular » | 
o 


is Anointed, to Cyrus; If. xv. 1. 
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of Government. It is evident then, that the 
that ſtretched out their Hands againſt the Lord's 
Anomted, their lawful Sovereign, could not 
be guiltleſs, And indeed they were guilty of 
an execrable Crime, according to our own 
particular Laws and Civil Conſtitution. For 
whatever juſt Proviſion may have been made in 
them for the Preſervation of the Liberties of the 
People from exorbitant lawleſs Power, what- 
ever mutual Checks may have been wiſely 
contrived' by our Anceſtors, in the ſeveral 
Parts of our Conſtitution ; yet it is moſt 
certain, that according to our Laws and 
Conſtitution, the Lives of our Kings are Sa- 
cred and Inviolable ; and that it is by no 
means a Part of the Liberties of Subjects, 
expreſſed in the Great Charter, or any ancient 
Laws, to take away the Life of their lawful 
King. | 

if it be ſaid by way of Extenuation of the 
Crime committed this Day, that ſome Politi- 
cal Errours, not very conſiſtent with the Pre- 
tenſions of a Free People, had been made by 
the King, whole Violent Death we deplore; 
it is eaſily replied, that as ſome of thoſe Er- 
rours are confeſſed by the Noble Hiſtorian of 
thoſe Times, to have been committed in the 
more Unexperienced Years of that King, and 
others of them by the Advice of ſome Per- 
ſons round the Throne, that ſeem neither to 
have underſtood our own Conſtitution, nor 
the Genius of their own Times; ſo it is equal- 
ly certain, that thoſe unhappy Miſtakes in Po- 


licy, : 
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licy were acknowledged and reformed by 
the King, and guarded againſt for the fu- 
ture by good and wholſome Deciſions of 
Law. Such a Correction therefore of ſome 
Miſtakes in Government, ought to have been 
gladly Accepted, by all dutiful and well-mean- 
ing Subjects. For though our Kings are Sacred 
Perſons, they are Fallible Men, and are not 
exempted from thoſe Infirmities and Errours 
that are incidental to the reſt of Mankind: 
Which, therefore, when they do not extend 
to a total Subverſion of the Conſtitution, 
(as was notoriouſly the Caſe antecedently to 
the happy Revolution) and are likewiſe time» 
ly Reformed, ought to be coyer'd with the 
decent Veil of human Infirmity. And more 
eſpecially ſome Allowance for Miſtakes is rea- 
ſonably to be made, when we impartially re- 
collect the great Difficulties of Government 
in Critical Junctures, and the numerous 
Temptations that are peculiar to thoſe. that 
are placed in ſo eleyated a Station. If 
therefore the Bulk of Mankind is indulged 
the Privilege of correcting Miſtakes by all 
Perſons of Candour and Humanity, ſurely the 
Higher Powers, that muſt be preſumed to ſee 
ſometimes with other Perſons Eyes, have a 
juſt Title to that Privilege, upon a Refor- 
mation of their Miſtakes in Policy. 


7 


But Thirdly, I am to fhew, that in 
the particular Inſtance of Murder we this 5 
* Day 
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Day lament, there were peculiar Circumſtances 
of Barbarity and Guilt. 
Without entring, in a previous manner, 
into the Particulars of that Unnatural War, 
which had been too long carried on be- 
tween the King and ſome Part of his Sub- 
jets, thar are juſtly preſumed to be well 
known to all this Audience; I think it is 
ſufficient to make a few Obſervations on 
thoſe Circumſtances of Barbarity, that at- 
tended the Murder of the Unhappy King, 
and aggrayated its Guilt to an high Degree. 
When, after various Turns of Succeſs, the 
King's Arms viſibly declined, and ſuch Con- 
ceſſions were made by him, as were Voted 
by his very Enemies to be a ſufficient Ground 
of Peace; this certainly was not only a 
moſt proper Juncture for a Publick Recon- 
Ciliation, and one Univerſal Act of Obli- 
vion of what had paſs'd between both Par- 
ties, but it was the Duty of all that had 
made Oppoſition, to Submit, and Accept of 
the Legal Redreſs of their reſpective Grie- 


vances, that was offer'd them by their Con- 


deſcending King. Since therefore Arms were 
Originally taken up, as was pretended, mere- 
ly on the Account of ſome Political Errours 
that were now Corrected, it was the wild 
Fury of a Party-Zeal that Obſtructed their 
Acquieſcing in thoſe Remedies, which were 
Acknowledged by themſelves to be a Solid 
Foundation of future Peace on both Sides, 


by 
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by the Security of Clear and Expreſs Laws, 
as the Eternal Boundaries of Liberty and 
Prerogative. But inſtead of ſuch an Amica- 
ble Compoſition, we cannot but reflect with 
Indignation, that the King's Perſon was ſei- 
zed during the Treaty, and all further Pro- 
ceedings of Accommodation were interrupt- 
ed by the wicked Artifices or Military Pow- 
er of thoſe Perſons, whoſe Ambitious Views 
had been long Diſguiſed by fair Pretences of 
the Publick Service; but that now effectual- 
ly exerted themſelves in a -Manner prepara- 
rory to the Murder of that very King, who 
had granted them eyen more than was de- 
manded by their Own Original Petitions. 
Again; When Affairs were ripe for the 
Murder of the King, could there be a great- 
er Inſtance of barbarous Fury, than the ſo- 
lemn Arraigning of him in a new and un- 
heard-of Court, and of Condemning Him with 
all the Forms of Juſtice, who himſelf was 
the great Fountain of it > Could any thing 
be more Inhumane, than thoſe Outragious 
men, that thought it not enough to take 
off the Crown from the Head of their Law- 
ful King, but gloried in Trampling on it too, 
and treating it with the greateſt Indignity 
and Scorn ; who to the heinous Circum- 
ſtances of his Murder added the moſt ſhame- 
ful Ridicule of Juſtice, and the inyidious 
Pomp of a ludicrous Tribunal? 


c . Once 
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Once more; It adds very much to the 
Barbarity of 8 the King, that the 
Actors, on that Occaſion, murder'd a Per- 
ſon that was Confeſſedly ſo good a Chri- 
ſtian. The whole Courſe of his Life could 
not but be Acknowledged by his moſt ma- 
licious Enemies to have ſhone brightly with 
the Character of Virtue and Religion; and 
that if he were not the Greateſt of Mo- 
narchs in ſome Secular Reſpects, he was e— 
minently ſuch in Goodneſs and Piety. E. 
ven Men of the moſt implacable Temper 
could not certainly but Admire that Meck- 
neſs, Charity, and Reſignation to the Will 
of God, that the latter Unfortunate Scene 
of his Life, and more eſpecially his Prepa- 
ration for Death, and Chriſtian Behaviour 
upon the neareſt Approaches of it, gave him 


peculiar Opportunities to exert with great 


Advantage, and to gain him the Title of a 
Saint and Martyr by the Loſs of that of 
a King. Indeed ſuch Cruelty, exerciſed on 
a truly Good and Religious Perſon, did un- 


avoidably render the Cauſe of thoſe that put 


him to Death the more Odious and Horrid 
in the Eyes of the reſt of the World. Im- 


partial Poſterity cannot but Confeſs, that 
_ thoſe very Perſons that Condemned him for 


Tranſgreſſing the Laws, did themſelves real- 
ly Overturn the Conſtitution of the Church, 


and effectually Subvert the moſt Eſſential 
Liberties of their Country. And I .do not 


think 
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think it unbecoming me in my preſent Sta- 
tion to obſerye, that as the King in great 
Meaſure ſacrificed his Life to his firm Ad- 
herence to the Epiſcopal Cauſe, which (as 
is evident from his extemporary Vindication 
of it in * Conferences with its Ad- 
verſaries) he thoroughly underſtood, and 
rherefore Valued and Detended; ſo his Ene- 
mies may juſtly be ſtiled Barbarous, for ta- 
king away the Life of a King, that refuſed 
to betray the Epiſcopal Conſtitution of this 
Church, with which he was entruſted, and 
which is as Ancient as the carlieſt Chriſtia- 
nity in this Nation. And as his Preference 
of it to the Preſervation of his own Life 
and Dignity, adorns and exalts his Glory of 
a Martyr, fo it proportionably ſinks the Cha- 
racter of thoſe, that very probably would have 
reſtored his Regal Dignity to him, on ſo un- 
3 a Condition as his Breach of ſo Sacred 


a Tru 


) 
E But I proceed to the 
| = Fourth and Laſt Thing I propoſed to 
2 ſpeak to, namely, That we ought to make 
that good Uſe of this Day's fad Solemnity, 
as with the greateſt Caution to ayoid here- 
after all Approaches and Tendencies towards 
the Crime we now Deplore. 

Though, God be thanked, the Enthuſia- 
ſtical Rage that exerted it ſelf in the Days 
of our Forefathers * ſpent its Force, and 

2 iS 
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is ſucceeded by calm Reaſon and a better 
Temper; and though the Principles of Kil- 
ling of Kings, which came Originally from 
the Jeſuitical Faction in the Church of 
Rome ( who no doubt contributed to the 
Tragedy of this Day) have been for ſome 
time Diſowned by that Church, and indeed 
have not been openly eſpouſed of late even 
by that bold Society; yet as it muſt be ac- 
knowledged that there are more Artful, and 
leſs Bloody Methods in Vogue, to Prejudice 
Subjects againſt their lawful Superiours, and 
in the Refalt of things to ſubyert the Go- 
vernment; ſo it is neceſſary to obſerye, that 
they are conſequentially guilty of fo high 
a Crime, that Vilify and ſpeak. Evil of t 
Higher Powers, that propagate ſcandalous 
Reflections on them, and that Sander the 
Foot fleps of the Lord's Anointed. All fuch 
licentious Perfons, therefore, as labour by 
ſuch baſe Methods to alienate the Aﬀe@ions 
of Subjects from their lawful King, ought 
really to be conſider'd as Fraytors in ſome 
Meature to their King and Country; and as 
Incendfaries, that lay the Foundation of 
ſtretching ont the Hands of themfelyes and 
1 others againſt the Lord's Anoinded. For ſuch 
? falſe wy ib erage ve; of the Higher Powers, 
! as they diminiſh the Reverence due to Crown- 
I ed Heads, and too often inflame whole Mul- 
a titudes into a Seditious Diſpoſition, are, in 
1 the Nature of the Thing, previous to the 
bb | | Open 
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open Reſiſtance of them, and indeed prepare 
the way for the laſt Act of Violence. The 
lamented Crime of this Day ought then te 
engage us to recollect, with a Seriouſneſt 
ſuited to the Occaſion, that though Liberty 
be an excellent Cauſe, yet it has been in 
Fact carried on to Licentiouſneſs; and that 
ſome Perſons that made the loudeſt Preten- 
ſions to its Service, were actually the great- 
eſt Violaters of it. And again, as no Ar- 
gument of Weight can be drawn againſt f6 
good and Valuable a thing as Publick Li- 
berty from any Abuſes of it; and as the 
Power and Prerogative of Kings, in our Con- 
ſtitution, is a Legal thing; ſo it is neceſſary 
ro ſupport that legal Authority, in order te 
preſerve the Liberty of the Subject. And 
indeed it is moſt evident from Experience 
as well as Reaſon, that in Caſe of an un- 
juſt Attack upon either of them, the other 
is in the greateſt Danger ; and r nw; A 

that the Pablick Tranquillity can only 
preſerved by a juſt Balance of them both. 
And as by the goed Providence of God 
we are now bleffed with a King, that makes 
our Laws and Conſtitution the Rule of his 
Political Conduct, and therefore Reigns in 
the Hearts of a willing People; fo ought we 
to be upon our ſtricteſt Guard, that none of 
thoſe vile Arts of ſpreading Libels and de- 
famatory Pamphlets, that were formerly in- 
troductory to a Civil War, may ever again 
pre vail 
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prevail againſt our eſtabliſhed Government, 
For is not Obedience to all lawful Power 
ſtill a Goſpel-Duty, though moſt truly ex- 
plained by the legal Conſtitution of every 
Country? Or is that Doctrine for ever to 
be proſtituted to the private Reſentments of 
men Diſappointed in ſecular Views, or to the 
Party-Animoſities of thoſe that are engaged 


in an Intereſt inconſiſtent with that of the 


Publick, and that too with a very ill Grace 
by the profeſſed Patrons of Obedience with- 
out Reſerve, or legal Limitation > If ſome 
Scars ſtill remain of thoſe deep Wounds, that 
were given to our Eccleſiaſtical ' and Civil 
Conſtitution, in Conſequence. of the Calum- 
nies that were induſtriouſly diffuſed amon 
the People, to give them Prejudices againſ 
their King; how are we Admoniſhed to be- 
ware of any artful Inſinuations, of the like 
Nature with thoſe that opened the way to 
Confuſions, which.ended in the Ruine both of 
Church and State? And as we are now Al- 
ſembled, in order to Deprecate thoſe Judicial 


Effects of the<Sin of our Forefathers, which 


have in ſome meaſure deſcended even to our 
own Times; ſo let us Reſolve to take the 
greateſt Care, that\ by no Act of ours the 
Clouds may any more return after the Rain; 
and that though our Fathers have eaten ſowre 


Grapes, their Children Teeth may no lon- 
ger be ſet on Edge. And therefore to. our 


ſolemn Addreſſes to Heaven, let us add an 
hearty 


\ 
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hearty Zeal to give to Ceſar the things that 
are Ceſar's, and to God the things that are 
God's; and in Memory of this fatal Day, to 
pay to his Preſent moſt Excellent Majeſty, 
with whoſe Intereſt that of the Publick is 
inſeparably united, all that juſt Obedience 
and genuine Reyerence, which the Goſpel 
commands in General, and our own Conſti- 
rution preſcribes in Particular. Let us be 
inſtructed by the Experience of former Times; 
and be ſo wiſe, at the Expence of our An- 
ceſtors, as to learn effectually, that as we are 
called unto Liberty, it is equally our Duty 
and Intereſt nor to uſe that Liberty for a 
Cloke of Maliciouſneſs, or for an Occaſion to 
the Fleſh, but ro be excited by it with greater 
Chearfulneſs and Unanimity to Fear God, and 
Honour the King. 


Which may God grant, &c. 
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